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mze it. The peoples are facing one another full of 
hatred and bitterness, intent upon mutual destruction. 
They are incapable 01 any longer seeing that they have 
anything to do with one another, and indeed refuse to 
admit that this is so. You, however, the priests of sci- 
ence and art, the teachers of the nations, seekers after 
truth and finders thereof, you are aware of the interde- 
pendence of nations, and you know that when the de- 
lirium of war is over, an iron law will compel those now 
engaged in mutual destruction to seek one another 
again. 

Knowing this as you do, a heavy responsibility de- 
volves on you, and if you neglect it, you must await the 
time when mankind, bleeding from a thousand wounds, 
will demand from you an account of your stewardship. 
Be mindful of this your responsibility, and be in readi- 
ness to fulfill this great task. 

Not that your duty is to intervene to bring the war 
to a close or to recommend the conclusion of peace. 
That is beyond your power. It is in the power of men 
to avoid wars, but once war has been let loose it is be- 
yond your power to shorten it. Your only course is to 
hold aloof from the slough of hate. You ought not to 
be disputing and wrangling today, nor launching accu- 
sations and indictments. However full your heart may 
be of such things, keep silence. If you insist on speak- 
ing out, then you must express the ideas of the confra- 
ternity among whom you have lived and among whom 
your labors, your science, and your art have become 
great. The day must come when association and work 
in common will be once more resumed. Then all who 
are now refusing or even despising them will be over- 
come with a feeling of shame. Spare yourselves this 
and spare your own people. Eemain true to your con- 
ception of peace in order that you may be able to co- 
operate in the work of reunion which is awaiting you 
after the war. Be as the heads of the bridges which 
must remain intact in order that the bridges which are 
now being blown up everywhere may be rebuilt. 

You erred in believing that you, too, must take part 
in the war of armies. The lofty feelings which induced 
you to commit this error will be understood, but you 
should now realize that such an error bodes ill, and cast 
it aside. Eealize that for you humanity must be above 
nations, and that you serve your own nation only by 
serving humanity. Realize that you are the high priests 
whose vocation it is in the midst of all this chaos to 
evolve order and good feeling in preparation for the day 
of peace. 

On that day your time will have come, the time when 
with your words and deeds you will help to heal the 
wounds which are bleeding today. 

On behalf of the International Peace Bureau. 

H. La Fontaine, President. 
H. Golay, Secretary. 

Berne, January, 1915. 

m m ^ 

Miss Priscilla H. Peckover, founder and president of 
the Wisbech (England) Local Peace Association, who 
has devoted herself unceasingly to the peace cause for 
more than half a century, writes: 

"People are seeing with their own eyes how absolutely 
powerless militarism is to preserve either justice or 
peace, and therefore it must be absolutely abolished, 
since it produces only evil." 



A Conference 
of Neutral 
Nations. 



Editorial Notes. 

On the 8th of February Senator La 
Follette introduced a joint resolution 
(S. J. Res. 234) authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to convey to the neutral na- 
tions the Government's wish for an international con- 
ference to promote the early cessation of hostilities and 
the establishment of peace among the warring nations. 
Speaking to this resolution on February 12, Mr. La 
Follette made a stirring plea for its adoption, urging 
that such a conference be called for the preservation of 
the sovereign rights and the integrity and peace of the 
neutral nations of the world. He did not attempt to 
discuss the scope and powers of the conference, but 
called attention to certain propositions fundamental to 
the establishment of permanent peace, ending with these 
words : 

"What stands out in bold relief is the unmistakable 
duty of the American Congress to authorize the Presi- 
dent to convey to neutral nations the desire of this gov- 
ernment for an international conference for the purpose 
of promoting by co-operation and through its friendly 
offices the early cessation of hostilities, the establishment 
of peace among the warring nations of Europe, the clear 
definition of the rights of neutral nations, and for the 
other purposes to which I have briefly adverted. 

"Sir, it were folly to pretend that the mere calling of 
the proposed conference will end hostilities. But it is 
little short of an international crime for Congress to 
withhold from the President the authority and the neces- 
sary appropriation enabling him to act as the occasion 
shall commend itself to his expressed desire to initiate 
such proceeding as may, in the providence of God, aid in 
bringing peace to the nations now at war. 

"AVe cannot longer avoid our responsibility. The bal- 
ance of the world at peace waits on this government. 
Neutral rights demand a clearer definition. Delay is 
filled with menace. 

"Shall we wait until other nations are drawn into the 
struggle ? Or shall we and the neutral nations meet and 
make articulate the protest of the peaceful half of the 
world's population — a protest tempered by sympathy and 
affection and reason, and yet so strong and so persistent 
that it shall finally be heard above the roar and crash of 
the world's greatest war?" 

The La Follette resolution is in exact accord with the 
petitions and resolutions of many of our peace societies, 
including the one sent to President Wilson by the board 
of directors of the American Peace Society at its mid- 
winter meeting. The text of the resolution is as follows : 

Resolved, etc., That the President be authorized to convey 
to all neutral nations the desire of this government that an 
international conference be held for the purpose of promoting 
by co-operation and through its friendly offices: 

First The early cessation of hostilities and the establish- 
ment of peace among the warring nations of Europe ; 

Second. The consideration of uniform rules and regula- 
tions for the general limitation of armaments and the na- 
tionalization of the manufacture of all equipment and sup- 
plies used exclusively for military and naval purposes ; 

Third. The consideration of rules and regulations for the 
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prohibition of the export of arms, ammunition, artillery, 
vessels of war, armor plate, torpedoes, or any other thing 
designed to be used exclusively for military and naval pur- 
poses from one country to another ; 

Fourth. The ultimate establishment of an international 
tribunal where any nation may be heard on any issue in- 
volving rights vital to its peace and the development of its 
national life, a tribunal whose decrees shall be enforced by 
the enlightened judgment of the world; 

Fifth. The consideration of plans for the federation of the 
neutral nations in the adoption of rules and regulations 
which will provide for the neutralization of certain waters 
and maritime trade routes, and such other and further ac- 
tion as shall insure, if possible, the peaceful maintenance 
and preservation of the sovereign rights of neutral com- 
merce against dangers to which it is exposed through the 
extraordinary conditions developed by the world's greatest 
war; and 

Sixth. For such other and further action as may tend, 
however remotely, to establish permanent world peace. 

Resolved further, That the President be authorized to ap- 
point commissioners to represent the United States at any 
such conference, whether called by the United States or any 
other nation. 

Sec. 2. That in case such international peace conference 
shall be called by the United States or any other nation the 
sum of $25,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the expenses of 
the representatives of the United States at said conference. 



America at the l n a recent sermon, Rev. A. Eugene 
Oross-roads. Bartlett, of All Souls' Church, Brook- 

lyn, N. Y., made an earnest plea for 
America to choose the right road in this crisis of her 
history. He suggested seven ways in which the nation 
can be best defended and developed: (1) The army and 
navy should not be increased. (2) Military training in 
high school and college is unwise and should not be 
introduced. (3) Actual causes and cost of the present 
war should be clearly taught. (4) Plans for a world 
court must be perfected. (5) Money ought to be ap- 
propriated for actual purposes of peace, instead of for 
so-called "insurance against war." International ex- 
change of students, lawyers, farmers — one way of break- 
ing down national prejudices. (6) Training our boys 
and girls to fight the real enemies of the Republic. (7) 
Women must learn the menace of war and throw their 
influence against it. 

"America is at the cross-roads, about to decide whether 
she will take the road that leads back toward barbarism 
and defeat or the road that leads toward righteousness 
and peace and ultimate .victory. There is grave danger 
that we shall choose wrongly at this crisis, and not only 
burden ourselves, but bend the backs of children yet un- 
born, and deny our country the leadership of the nations 
which she might now easily Secure." 



Peace Work of The Federal Council of Churches of 
Federal Council c^t j^ America, through its various 
of Churches. . . , , , . . , 

commissions, has been doing most valu- 
able service for peace. Its work for better relations be- 
tween this country and Japan is well known, and the 
peace mission undertaken by Dr. Shailer Mathews and 
Dr. Sidney L. Gulick to the churches of Japan bids fair 
to accomplish much in influencing public opinion. A 



large delegation met the two ambassadors at Yokohama 
and escorted them to Tokio, where the Federated 
Churches of Japan welcomed them in a large public 
gathering. They have been received by Count Okuma 
and several Japanese officials, and the press has been 
very cordial. The publication department of the coun- 
cil has ready a volume entitled "A Report of an Investi- 
gation of the Japanese Situation in California," pre- 
pared by Prof. H. A. Millis, of the University of Kansas. 

Dr. Sidney L. Gulick has been chosen associate secre- 
tary of the Commission on Peace and Arbitration of the 
Council, and has prepared a book on "The Fight for 
Peace," in which he describes a world organization of 
the churches in the peace cause. 

A set of Sunday School lessons on international peace 
has been prepared by Prof. Norman E. Richardson, of 
Boston University, under the direction of a joint com- 
mittee of the Sunday School Council of Evangelical 
Churches and the World Peace Foundation. These les- 
sons are to be inserted in the regular Sunday School 
quarterlies of the various denominations. 

The council, through its administrative committee, is 
corresponding with the church leaders of the warring 
nations, hoping to keep up the relations between the 
churches of the various countries. A delegation will be 
sent to Europe as soon as the time seems ripe to follow 
up this work. These concerted efforts of church leaders 
are one of the most hopeful signs of the peace movement. 



The Executive Director, Arthur Deerin Call, has dur- 
ing the month of February made a trip to Raleigh, N. C, 
where he attended the North Carolina State Peace Con- 
vention and delivered two addresses. On February 27-28 
he was in Chicago at the great conference under the 
auspices of the Emergency Federation of Peace Forces 
of Chicago, presiding at the Saturday afternoon general 
meeting and serving as a member of the Program Com- 
mittee. He also has given three addresses in Washing- 
ton, D. C, during the month : February 14, Mt. Pleasant 
Congregational Church, address at the morning service 
on "Lessons of the War"; February 14, Brightwood 
Methodist Church, address at the evening service; Feb- 
ruary 25, speech at a banquet in honor of Hon. Richard 
Bartholdt. He has planned several conferences and ad- 
dresses in Louisiana in the month of April, to be fol- 
lowed by a visit to Nashville, Tenn., for further organi- 
zation of the work in that State. 



Among the Peace Organizations. 

The New York Peace Society, in its earnest desire to 
promote means by which the war may be ended and a 
permanent peace secured, has appointed a plan-of-action 
committee, consisting of twenty-three of the officers and 
directors of the society. This committee feels that 
there is no need for it to urge upon our Government the 
necessity for action, nor that it can with advantage 
make suggestions to the warring powers. It directs its 
thought and effort to all possible means for crystallizing 
public opinion on the action which may be taken to end 



